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Sir: 

This is in response to the Restriction Requirement mailed October 2, 2002. Applicant 
provisionally elects, with traverse, the claims of GrqupJV;n.(claims-22-42), which are directed to 
a method to modulate vascular tone comprising administering a chloride channel blocking agent. 

The Restriction Requirement is traversed on the basis that Restriction Requirements are 
optional in all cases. M.P.E.P. § 803. If the search and examination of an entire application can 
made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it may 
include claims to distinct or independent inventions. M.P.E.P. § 803. Claims 22-42 (Group VII), 
directed to a method to modulate vascular tone comprising administering a chloride channel 
blocking agent, arefelated to claim 43 (Group VIII), directed to a method for treating erectile 
dysfunction comprising administering a CLC3 channel blocking agent, because CLC3 is one type 
of chloride channels blocking agents, and erectile dysfunction is a type of vascular tone 
dysfunction. Thus, the claims in Groups VII and VIII are directed to related subject matter. 

It is respectfully submitted that the search and examination of all of the claims of the 
present application and, in particular, claims in Groups VII and VIII can be made without serious 
burden on the Office. Given the close relationship between the subject matter of the claims, no 
additional serious burden can result from the search and examination of all of the claims. In light 
of this, it is submitted that Applicant should not be required to incur additional costs associated 
with the filing of multiple divisional applications in order to obtain protection for the claimed 
subject matter. Thus, reconsideration and withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement is 
respectfully requested. 
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Applicant respectfully ^quests a favorable examination of the merits of this patent 
application. The^xaminer is invited to telephone Applicant's attorney (612-371-2106) to facilitate 
prosecution of this application. Please charge any additional fees deemed necessary to Deposit 
Account 19-0743. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
FRED S. LAMB ET AL., 
By their Representatives, 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH, P.A. 
P.O. Box 2938 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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